
Delivering Drought 
Information Services to 
the World: Activities of 
the National Drought 

Mitigation Center 

Michael Hayes, Director 
 
Cost 734 Final Conference 
 
May 3-6, 2011 



National Drought Mitigation Center 

 Non-COST Institution 

 Founded in 1995 by Donald Wilhite 

 “How has behavior been changed?” 



“Service” 
Processes … for the acquisition, archiving, 

indexing, quality assessment, synthesis, 

interpretation, communication, and evaluation 

of data, knowledge, and information that 

contributes to the welfare of the nation. 

Services work especially well when there is 

recognition that resources and their effective 

use are inseparable 



   The Cycle of Disaster Management 



NDMC 

 RESEARCH, OUTREACH, AND TRAINING 

 Tool Development: Research-Operations-

Applications-Education Continuum 







http://www1.ncdc.noaa.gov/pub/data/cmb/drought/nadm/nadm-201103.jpg
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Outreach 



NDMC Stakeholder Interactions 
Workshops, Listening Sessions 

Media Contacts 

Surveys 

Evaluator Networks 

Drought Impact Reporter 

Drought Ready Communities Project 

Ranch Planning Project 

Discover the Waters of Nebraska 

Climate Change Literacy for Educators 

DroughtScape/Website 

Nebraska’s Climate Assessment and Response 

Committee 

Conferences, Events 
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International Drought Planning Guides 
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